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Selected consumable prices for the month November 2021 
(Selected Addis Ababa retail outlets) 

 
 
In this time of COVID19 and other crises, the EU Delegation is collecting basic food prices to assess 
monthly price variation and the economic impact. Taking serious precautionary measures not to 
contract the highly spreading COVID-19, this month prices were collected from three markets: 
 

• Shola market, Yeka sub city, major retail outlets in northeastern Addis Ababa. 

• Gerji market, Bole sub city, major retail outlet in eastern Addis Ababa 

• Akaki market, Akaki sub-city, major retail outlet in southern Addis Ababa. 
 
The measure of an average food basket is not possible as there are no available descriptions of the 
quantity used for the published food basket.  Therefore, the data collected is for internal monitoring 
use and in any case does not compare to the official information released by the Central Statistics 
Agency (CSA), which can be accessed at http://www.csa.gov.et/.   The last information bulletin of the 
“Country and regional level consumer price indices (cpi)” measuring inflation was released for the 
month of September 2021 
 

1. Price trends for the month (see table below) 
As per our survey, the sum of the unit prices for the commodities monitored is at 1308 Birr, the same 
level as last month, showing that food supply and food markets are functioning well despite tensions. 
The sum of the unit prices is 36.1% higher than the price monitored in November 2020 (year to year) 
and 49.3% higher than our initial price monitoring on 30th March 2020. 
 
Specific price observations this month are:  
 

o The year-to-year price variation monitored is in line with the 42 percent food inflation 

reported in September by the Central Statistics Agency.  

o Cereal (wheat, teff), meat, oil and tomatoes prices have all marginally increased this month 

while all other commodities monitored have marginally decreased showing a remarkably 

stable food price situation this month. 

o As reported in the last two months, sugar is still reported short on the market, but thanks to 

price cap measures, the unit price are slightly decrease.  

 

2. Notes of interest – sector update  

This update is a review of information, news and analyses posted by local media (mainstream and 

digital) and newspapers during the month in reference. It is prepared just for highlighting the contexts 

and headlines in the sector for internal use only. 

a. Agricultural production/productivity 

 

• Agriculture de-growth: The calamities that the conflict in the norther Ethiopia has 

brought are mounting by the day. one of the most perceptible is falling agricultural output 

as the scale of the conflict and displacement increase. According to government sources, 

a loss of 14.5 million quintals of crops (13% of annual production) is projected for the year 

in Amhara Regional State.  In two zones of Afar Regional State, constituting 14 woredas, 

17,000 hectares of land has already gone uncultivated as over half a million people were 

displaced. It is no better in Tigray Regional State, where there is no information about 

agriculture output. The loss of crops is attributed to widespread looting of agricultural 

inputs, harvested products, and the inability of farmers to tend to their farmlands as they 

are displaced.. The consequences of this on the economy will be severe as agriculture 

accounts for over a third of gross domestic product (GDP). The civil war grinds down both 

industry and service sectors, but food insecurity will exasperate it much further as it 

http://www.csa.gov.et/
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employs two-third of the labour force and accounts for up to 80 percent of all export 

revenues in some years (Addis Fortune, 6 November 2021). 

 

• Ethiopia is about to multiply Genetically Modified Organism (GMO) cotton seeds: In a 

bid to bypass the foreign currency shortage that forced halt the import of Bt Cotton seeds, the 

Indian based JK Agri Genetics Ltd. is negotiating to bring its patent and multiply GMO seeds in 

Ethiopia. According to the Ethiopian Textile Industry Development Institute (ETIDI), an agreement 

is almost reached and the company will bring the Bt cotton technology to Ethiopia in a few 

months. The Indian company is set to establish a sister company in Ethiopia, which will multiply 

the technology on its own farm in Ethiopia and supply the seeds to Ethiopian commercial farmers. 

This is mainly because the company is highly protective of the Bt cotton technology patent. The 

Indian company had supplied the seeds for commercial cotton farmers in Gambella two years ago. 

The farmers bought a kilogram of Bt cotton seed for USD 28, excluding its accessories. 

Nonetheless, neither the farmers nor the Ethiopian government could come up with the large 

amount of foreign currency required to import the seeds. As a result, the importation stopped 

since last year (The Reporter, 27 November 2021). 

• Government seeks to privatize agricultural extension program: The Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) 

is finalizing legal frameworks that enable private companies provide agricultural extension 

programs. The draft laws currently being discussed with stakeholders and expected to be ratified 

this fiscal year include directives and manuals that will guide how private extension program 

operators are licensed, supported and regulated.  According to the Crop Development Director at 

the Ministry, lessons have been drawn from countries that use such hybrid extension service, 

private companies willing to engage in extension program business are being created in Ethiopia, 

and that the Ministry is going to introduce incentive packages to make the business profitable. 

The move would effectively end government monopoly of the service (The Reporter, 27 

November 2021). 

 

• Disease blights coffee outputs in Southern Region: Tens of thousands of farmers in the primarily 

coffee-growing areas of the south face risk of loss with the spread of a fungus known as Coffee 

Berry Disease (CBD) that damages coffee beans. Over 32,000 farmers in the Gedeo Zone of the 

Southern Regional State have been affected by the spread of the disease, which has gripped 4,600 

hectare of farmland, with potential losses estimated at 41,000 quintals of coffee. The fungus is 

difficult to prevent and will almost certainly affect output as no form of effective treatment exists, 

say plant pathologists. An assessment carried out by the Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural 

Research (EIAR) found out that the disease is prevalent in Yirgacheffe, Wenago and Dilla weredas 

in Gedeo Zone. The spread of the disease is feared to significantly impair the plan of the country 

to generate one billion dollars in foreign currency this year (Addis Fortune, 6 Nov 2021).  

 

• Counting agricultural costs of the war: According to the Crop Development Director at the 

Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), a new field assessment indicates that over USD 500 million is 

required to restore damaged basic services in Amhara Regional State alone in the aftermath of 

the war in northern Ethiopia. Preliminary assessments conducted in some areas show that over 

14 million quintals of agricultural output has been damaged by the war, which is also expected to 

disrupt the commodity market. Nonetheless, the Director indicated that the Ministry is 

undertaking measures that can fundamentally change Ethiopia’s agriculture. Privatization of 

agricultural extension programs, drafting of contract farming proclamation, establishment of 

agricultural authority and new approach to allocation of commercial farmlands are some of the 

changes on the horizon (The Reporter, 27 November 2021). 

 

b. Agriculture Marketing/Trade 

• Coffee hits new heights under new model: Ethiopia’s coffee export fetched USD 417 million 

during the past four months (between July and October 2021), exceeding the USD 310 million 
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targeted by the Coffee and Tea Authority for the period by USD 106.8 million. The earning grew 

by 40 percent compared to that of the same period last year. A surplus of 16,634 tons of coffee 

was exported - more than the 92,174 tons of coffee the authority had planned to export for the 

past four months. The extra performance is said to be attributed to ‘vertical integration’, a new 

supply chain designed for export coffee since last year. The new model enables international 

buyers to directly link with Ethiopian coffee growers and suppliers. Under the new model, there 

are no brokers, who hold coffee and speculate future prices. This has increased the volume of 

exported coffee substantially, and benefiting coffee farmers. The country is also benefiting from 

the increasing global coffee price, which was reported to be on pace to set a new record in the 

trading days of November. The price increment was reported to shot 71.5 percent compared with 

the same period of last year, while registering a spike of 6.8 percent as compared to 170.02US 

cents/lb in September 2021. These price levels during the coffee year 2020/21 marks a significant 

recovery from the low levels experienced over the three preceding coffee years (The Reporter, 20 

November 2021, Capital, 29 November 2021). 

However, people familiar with the matter said that the coffee’s surge has prompted some 

Ethiopian suppliers to default on deals made when prices were lower, potentially worsening 

headaches for traders and roasters. Also in the negative side, there are reports of deteriorating 

coffee conditions at final place of delivery due to the build-up of moisture content because of the 

longer transit time in containers.  

The world market demand jumped this year after drought and frosts hurt Brazilian coffee and 

shipping disruptions affected supplies from other key producers like Vietnam and Colombia. 

Ethiopia, Africa’s top grower and second-biggest exporter, is  expected to ship out a record 

amount of beans this season (https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-11-23/ethiopian-

coffee-defaults-risk-giving-buyers-a-bigger-headache).  

• Green mung and red kidney beans spike in value: The price of green mung beans and red kidney 

beans double in comparison to rates from a year ago. The Ethiopian Commodity Exchange (ECX) 

disclosed that in the first four months of the budget year, which is a period for agricultural activity, 

it has facilitated a trading for 51, 640 metric tons of agricultural products that are valued at 4.4 

billion birr. The ECX traded 17,690 metric tons of coffee beans which sat at the top of the trading 

platform followed by 15,445 metric tons of sesame seeds, and different volume of soybean, white 

pea beans, green mung beans, speckled beans, red kidney beans and pigeon beans. 

As its first four months performance, the volume and value of green mung beans and red kidney 

beans surged compared with the preceding year. In relation to the demand and price hike of green 

mung beans at the global market, the bean’s price has spiked vertically in the past period and 

similar growth has also been registered in the stated period. For instance the price of green mung 

beans in July, which is the first month of the budget year, was 7,235 birr per quintal on average, 

which stood at 7,841 birr per quintal at the end of October. Similarly, the price of red kidney beans 

has doubled in the first four months compared with the same period of last year. The volume of 

the beans, which is one of the export commodities like green mung beans, traded at ECX has also 

shown an increment of 50 percent compared with the 2020/21 first four months (Capital, 22 

November 2021). 

• Food prices expected to decline in the next 3 months: In its monthly report of the month-on-

month food inflation rate, the Central Statistics Agency (CSA) stated that the monthly inflation 

rate of October 2021 decreased by 1.3 percentage points compared to the preceding month of 

September 2021. The agency predicts that food prices for the next 3 months of the harvest period 

are expected to decline while the non-food inflation rate is projected to remain stable. The month-

on-month general inflation on October 2021 stands at 24.3 percent while food inflation increased 

by 28.7 percent whilst non-food inflation rate increased by 18.5 percent. In October, region wise, 

Addis Ababa city, Amhara, Oromia and SNNP showed a more stable price situation than the other 

regions. In October 2021, the year-on-year inflation rate decreased to 34.2 percent, which was 

34.8 percent in the previous month September 2021. The price of imported cooking oil continued 

to increase in October while local cooking oil and butter prices declined slightly. Coffee bean prices 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-11-23/ethiopian-coffee-defaults-risk-giving-buyers-a-bigger-headache
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-11-23/ethiopian-coffee-defaults-risk-giving-buyers-a-bigger-headache
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have also increased during the current month. Non-food inflation showed a stabilized situation 

during the month (CSA quoted by Capital, 15 Nov 2021; 

https://knoema.com/atlas/sources/Central-Statistical-Agency-of-Ethiopia).  

 

• Government, private sector trying to control inflation with bazar, Sunday Market: Aimed at 

stabilizing the high inflation in the city, AA City Administration, Black Purpose, and Jorka started 

three different schemes. The Addis Ababa City Administration has started Sunday Market scheme 

on 31 October 2021, facilitating the market to be directly from the manufacturer to consumer. 

Black Purpose Ethiopia, which is a dynamic business established to offer an economic solution 

with an end-to-end product-to-consumer, officially started selling its products directly from the 

farmer to the consumer using trucks named “Qeleb Kegeberew”, starting 1 November 2021. Jorka 

Events also opened a bazaar named “Asbeza Bazaar” which stays for five days and continued to 

be held every two months for a year, starting 3 November 2021. As the organizers said the 

consumers get different products with 30 percent discount from the market. All the three 

organizations have partnered with manufacturers and cooperatives to provide products with low 

price to stabilize the market for the end consumers.  

The City Administration has started Sunday market on 5 selected areas Jemo Condominium, in 

front of Kaliti transport Station, Megenagna Bole Sub-City Headquarters, Mexico (TOTAL Gas 

Station), and Piassa. Food and related product producers and importers will supply their products 

at factory prices in the bazaar, oil, teff, pasta, flour, garlic, eggs, etc. from manufacturers will be 

available at discounted prices (Capital, 8 November 2021). 

 

• Counting agricultural costs of the war: According to the Crop Development Director at the 

Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), a new field assessment indicates that over USD 500 million is 

required to restore damaged basic services in Amhara Regional State alone in the aftermath of 

the war in northern Ethiopia. Preliminary assessments conducted in some areas show that over 

14 million quintals of agricultural output has been damaged by the war, which is also expected to 

disrupt the commodity market. Nonetheless, the Director indicated that the Ministry is 

undertaking measures that can fundamentally change Ethiopia’s agriculture. Privatization of 

agricultural extension programs, drafting of contract farming proclamation, establishment of 

agricultural authority and new approach to allocation of commercial farmlands are some of the 

changes on the horizon (The Reporter, 27 November 2021). 

  

c. Jobs 

• Investors seek government support after AGOA suspension: Investors request government 

support to resist the effect of Ethiopian termination from the African Growth and Opportunity Act 

(AGOA). According to the Ethiopian Investment Commission, while some investors are working to 

find alternative market options, some other investors revealed that they are planning to cut-off 

their production until a better time comes and have asked the government to support them. The 

Commission indicated that it is preparing a strategy to support investors. The commission hinted 

that the strategy might include rearranging tax and tariffs, expanding duty free schemes, giving 

loan relief, minimizing transport subsidy and minimizing shed-leasing cost. 

A loss of AGOA removes preferential access to 6,500 tariff lines. The Ethiopian officials had warned 

the suspension could take away about 1 million jobs, disproportionately affecting poor women 

who are the majority of garment workers (Capital, 9 November 2021). 

 

• PVH quits production at Hawassa: A US-based Philip Van Heusen (PVH), one of the well-known 

brands within the Hawassa Industrial Park, venturing in partnership with Arvind Textile, an Indian 

company specializing in apparel and textile industry, quit its production intending to “focus on 

sourcing” which it specializes in. The employees of the company revealed that the company has 

informed its employees that it will quit its productions as of 5 December 2021.  

https://knoema.com/atlas/sources/Central-Statistical-Agency-of-Ethiopia
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The Industrial Parks Development Corporation (IPDC) disclosed being informed of the decision by 

PVH. Although employees assume that PVH is quitting production because of Ethiopia’s 

suspension from the US African Growth Opportunity Act (AGOA), the IDPC management argued 

the company decision is attributed its intention to focus on sourcing products. Until June 2021, 

manufacturers within HIP earned USD 114 million mainly from the export of textile and garment 

products (The Reporter, 20 November 2021) 

According to other sources, the IDPC administration is working to transfer the sheds and all of its 

workers to other companies (Capital, 23 November 2021).  

• Ethiopia-China Partnership will flourish via new forms of cooperation:  The Ministry of Finance 

disclosed that, in the past two decades, the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) 

mechanism has been proven to be an effective and robust platform in promoting China-Africa 

cooperation by supporting critical infrastructure development to engender greater connectivity, 

boosting trade activities, stimulating foreign direct investment and creating an enabling 

environment to unleash entrepreneurship and new local employment opportunities. Finance 

Minister of Ethiopia and Chinese Ambassador to Ethiopia, discussed on ways of enhancing 

partnership between Ethiopia and China. The two recalled that the successful completion of the 

Ethio-Djibouti Railway project is one of the early successes of FOCAC in creating a conducive 

environment for regional integration in Africa and complementing the African Continental Free 

Trade Area (AfCTA). It was indicated in the discussion that China has been Ethiopia’s biggest 

trading partner, largest source of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and the biggest infrastructure 

contractor for many years. Under the FOCAC framework, and with the support and assistance 

from China, several road infrastructure projects are completed with a direct impact on improving 

commerce and livelihoods of Ethiopians. The Finance Minister stated that the support extended 

from China to Ethiopia has been also instrumental in upgrading and construction of airports, water 

and power plants, factories and industrial parks. These investments have a profound impact on 

job creation and poverty eradication (FBC, 28 November 2021; Ethiopian Monitor, 28 November 

2021). 

 

• Draft Startup Proclamation ready for ratification: The Ministry of Innovation and Technology 

(MInT) revealed that the Startup Business Proclamation, after pending for more than a year, is set 

for ratification. The Proclamation was drafted primarily to solve the critical challenges 

entrepreneurs face in accessing finance. Startups fail to access finance mainly because they lack 

collateral to borrow from mainstream financial sources such as banks. Startups were also unable 

to get capital injection from foreign angel investors, mainly because Ethiopia’s investment code 

does not allow investment of less than USD 200,000. Startups usually need around USD 50,000 on 

average. Thus, the draft proclamation allows Startups to access finance through angel investment, 

among others. The draft also states that innovation funds will be established.  

The fund, which will be disbursed for entrepreneurship projects, will be mobilized from 

government budget, loans designated for this purpose, donations, endowments, grants or gifts, 

from whatever source is designated for the Fund. Startups enjoy such privilege once they undergo 

pre-registration, a stage before registering as a commercial business. During this period, which 

lasts for two years, Startups are relieved from collecting any government levies such as turnover 

tax, value added tax, and income tax. They are also relieved from prior requirements for office 

rental, which was required for new businesses to get a license (The Reporter, 20 November 2021). 

• State Bank suspends over 400 employees over alleged malpractice: Commercial Bank of Ethiopia 

(CBE) suspended 422 employees over alleged malpractice during the settlement of shipping bills. 

The employees have already received a letter, though no explanation has been given on how long 

the suspension would last. It came as a surprise for the employees of the bank who were recently 

applauded by the management for the latest performance of the financial institution, which has 

registered 6.8 billion Birr in profit during the first quarter of the existing fiscal year. The majority 

of the employees have been suspended after being suspected of settling shipping payments in 
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dollar for importers without a letter of credit (LC) permit from the bank (Addis Fortune, 27 

November 2021) 

 

d. Others 

• North Ethiopia humanitarian update: The situation in northern Ethiopia remains precarious and 

volatile with the continuation of active hostilities in several locations leading to increased 

humanitarian needs and vulnerabilities due to large-scale displacement, loss of livelihoods and 

access to markets, food, and basic services.  In Tigray, humanitarian access to the region slightly 

improved during the reporting period. Between 24-30 November, four convoys with 157 trucks 

with humanitarian supplies arrived in Mekelle, for the first time since 18 October. UNHAS resumed 

flights between Addis Ababa and Mekelle on 24 November 2021. UNHAS will be operating two 

flights per week from and to Mekelle. As a result, UN and humanitarian partners were able to 

rotate staff in and out of Tigray and transfer a limited amount of operational cash.  

In Amhara, new displacements continued due to the ongoing conflict. For example, the number 

of collective sites hosting IDPs in Debre Berhan increased from 6 to 10, despite three-quarters of 

those displaced are living within the host community. Similarly, the number of IDP sites in 

Kombolcha increased from 2 to 17 during the same period. 

In Afar Region, tens of thousands of people were reportedly displaced from the five western 

Kebeles of Chifra Woreda due to fighting. During the reporting period, a humanitarian assessment 

in two IDP sites (WAKE/50 and Waranso) in Chifra and Adarar Woredas found that the most urgent 

needs for the displaced population are food, shelter, NFIs, water, and access to health facilities 

(https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia).  

• NDRMC purchasing wheat for food reserves: The National Disaster Risk Management 

Commission (NDRMC) is purchasing wheat and other produces from abroad to be used as food 

reserves. NDRMC indicated that the Commission has continued its humanitarian assistance and is 

purchasing wheat and other produces from abroad as a reserve. Accordingly, the import of over 

400,000 metric tons of wheat is being processed while the purchase of biscuits, flour and rice has 

been carried out locally. NDRMC also indicated that it is in the process of purchasing an additional 

300,000 metric tons of wheat from abroad, and that purchase of 117,000 metric tons of various 

products locally is being processed (ENA, 3 December 2021). 

 

• Ethiopia central bank lifts suspension of collateralised loans: Ethiopia's central bank has lifted a 

suspension of lending by commercial banks to their customers using collateral such as property. 

When the suspension was imposed in mid-August, the government said that it took the measure 

due to "economic sabotage", without giving further details. Many businesses have been 

complaining over the loan freezing as it has impacted their productivity due to shortage of working 

capital. Executives of commercial banks have now received an instruction to resume loan services 

to all of the customers (Reuters, 29 November 2021). 

 

• Rebuilding region would take at least 30 years: The Planning Commission of the Amhara Regional 

State revealed that recovering from the severe economic damage inflicted by the war in northern 

Ethiopia and bringing back the economy of Region to pre-Tigray war economic status would take 

30-40 years of endeavour to recover. The regional GDP constitutes 22 percent of the national GDP, 

which stood at USD 100 billion when the law enforcement operation began in Tigray in November 

2020.  (The Reporter 20 November 2021). 

 
 

https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia
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3. Nominal Prices month of November 2021 (from selected markets in Addis Ababa) 

(the complete weekly price variation spreadsheet is available at request) 
 

 
 

COVID Crisis  -  Food basket price monitoring 

No Comodities Unit 30-Mar 30-Nov 31-Dec 29-Jan 28-Feb 31-Mar 30-Apr 31-May 30-Jun 31-Jul 31-Aug 30-Sep 31-Oct 30-Nov %

1 Wheat Kg 26 31 33 34 40 40 43 43 48 55 47 50 43 46 75.23%

2 Teff Kg 35 43 44 44 51 50 52 50 54 53 55 54 53 54 53.66%

3 Maize Kg 16 17 17 16 19 20 19 19 30 33 27 38 33 30 90.25%

4 Coffee Kg 150 195 195 200 185 190 150 198 235 240 285 280 285 282 88.00%

5 Garden pea Kg 60 63 59 60 65 63 50 51 68 60 59 77 68 54 -9.27%

6 Faba bean Kg 50 65 58 63 63 60 53 50 58 60 58 60 61 57 14.88%

7 Lentils Kg 75 70 73 70 80 90 83 83 110 120 113 108 123 121 60.75%

8 Tomatos Kg 13 29 27 14 16 17 20 27 15 20 21 26 29 33 154.69%

9 Carrots Kg 15 25 25 24 35 42 50 50 50 50 37 38 31 26 70.40%

10 Onion Kg 20 21 17 16 16 13 13 17 14 20 29 42 30 28 41.50%

11 Potatoes Kg 16 14 16 16 17 17 18 20 12 18 24 15 16 15 -5.63%

12 Meat beef Kg 280 260 260 250 290 280 280 380 340 340 413 380 364 384 37.14%

13 Sugar Kg 35 44 40 46 47 47 42 45 60 58 50 59 53 50 42.86%

14 Oil Ltr 85 84 88 98 110 115 110 117 130 130 133 116 119 128 50.59%

UNIT price total 876 961 952 951 1034 1044 983 1150 1224 1257 1351 1343 1308 1308 49.35%

Unit price variation per week 22 -9 -1 83 10 -61 167 74 33 94 -8 -35 0

Cumulative unit price variation 85 76 75 158 168 107 274 348 381 475 467 432 432

% price variation per month 2.34% -0.94% -0.11% 8.73% 0.97% -5.84% 16.99% 6.43% 2.70% 7.49% -0.62% -2.58% -0.01% Increase 

% price variation since 03-2020 9.70% 8.68% 8.56% 18.04% 19.18% 12.21% 31.28% 39.73% 43.49% 54.24% 53.31% 49.36% 49.35% Decrease  

% price variation per year 19.2% 11.8% 17.7% 25.5% 28.5% 37.3% 40.0% 39.3% 36.1% Same price

2021

Color chart
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4. Methodology followed 

 

• Commodity price data is collected in Addis Ababa City.  

• Fourteen commodities are monitored: cereals (wheat, tef and maize), pulses (garden pea, 
Faba bean and lentils), vegetables (tomatoes, carrots, and onions), potatoes, beverage 
(coffee), meat (beef), cooking oil and sugar.  

• The common purchasing practice of households for their ordinary food supply has been 
guiding the selection of the food items. Households may not buy all items at any given 
time but their purchase frequency was confirmed by 10 retail shop owners, 5 vegetable 
stall operators, 5 grain retailing and flour mills, and 5 Kebele Consumer Associations 
owned shop vendors.  

 


