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Selected consumable prices for the week of 12th October 2020 
(Selected Addis Ababa retail outlets) 

 
In this time of COVID19 crisis, the EU Delegation is collecting basic food prices to assess the economic 
impact on and the weekly price variation.  Due to the current situation, prices were collected last and 
this week from the below markets: 

• Shola market, Yeka sub city, major retail outlets in northeastern Addis Ababa. 

• Gerji market, bole sub city, major retail outlet in eastern Addis Ababa 
The data collected is for internal monitoring use and in any case does not compare to the official 
information released by the Central Statistics Agency (CSA), which can be accessed at 
http://www.csa.gov.et/ .   The information bulletin No20 of the “Country and regional level consumer 
price indices (cpi)” measuring inflation was released for the month of July 2020 
 
Findings for the week 
After five weeks of price decrease, prices on Addis Ababa retail markets have been moving upward 
this week by 14 Birr compares to last week. The sum of the unit prices for commodities is now standing 
at 932 Birr; 56 Birr higher than our initial the price monitoring on 30th March 2020. 
 
Specific observations are  
o Wheat and teff prices have registered slight decreases, as farmers are now selling whatever 

surplus stock they may have while the new harvest is approaching for both cereals.  
o According to the informal market set standards, ‘good quality’ pulses such as garden peas and 

faba beans have shown slight prices increases over last week. For those who cannot afford the 
average price of Birr 58.00/kg, the market offers lesser quality of both grains at an average lesser 
prices of Birr 53.00/kg. 

o Prices for onions also differ between ‘well cured bulbs’ and those that are coming from a recent 
harvest (fresh ones). Whereas the fresh onions are preferred by the consumers and are fetching 
Birr 28.00/kg. Well-cured onion are still plenty on the market at average Birr 19.00/kg 
demonstrating that the market is well supplied. 

o As the rainfalls are sharply declining, tomatoes supply has increased and are now better priced on 
the market. 

o Despite the importation of sugar to avert price increases, most traders are not willing to sell to 
any passer buyer, but only to their standing clientele whom they trust and retailers have moved 
sugar price up to Birr 25.00/kg.  

 
Notes of interest 
o According to the Government, the desert locust have devastated 420,000 ha of cropland 

distributed over 96 Woredas (705 Kebeles) in parts of Amhara, Oromia, Tigray, Afar, and Somali 
regional states. Though official figures showing the extent of the damage are not yet released; it 
is expected that the loss of crop will be significant.  
 

http://www.csa.gov.et/
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2.     Nominal Prices-week of 19th October (from selected markets in Addis Ababa) 
(the complete weekly price variation spreadsheet is available at request) 
 

 

COVID Crisis  -  Food basket price monitoring 

No Comodities Unit 30-Mar 6th April 4th May 29-Jun 06-Jul 03-Aug 07-Sep 05-Oct 12-Oct 19-Oct %

1 Wheat Kg 26 26 27 30 38 34 30 31 31 29 11.54%

2 Teff Kg 35 35 40 41 43 43 44 44 44 43 22.86%

3 Maize Kg 16 16 19 17 18 18 17 17 16 16 0.00%

4 Coffee Kg 150 150 170 165 170 180 190 185 175 180 20.00%

5 Garden pea Kg 60 60 49 50 52 58 58 48 55 58 -3.33%

6 Faba bean Kg 50 50 42 54 60 58 55 48 50 58 16.00%

7 Lentils Kg 75 75 67 75 78 70 74 70 70 70 -6.67%

8 Tomatos Kg 13 12 10 24 28 26 28 28 29 25 92.31%

9 Carrots Kg 15 15 13 15 28 19 13 25 24 25 66.67%

10 Onion Kg 20 20 19 33 38 38 39 28 22 28 40.00%

11 Potatoes Kg 16 15 14 11 20 14 11 15 14 15 -6.25%

12 Meat beef Kg 280 280 280 280 280 290 290 270 260 260 -7.14%

13 Sugar Kg 35 35 40 40 45 40 40 40 40 40 14.29%

14 Oil Ltr 85 90 90 95 94 95 95 88 88 85 0.00%

UNIT price total 876 879 880 930 992 983 984 937 918 932 6.39%

Unit price variation per week 3 -98 -8 62 13 1 -22 -19 14

Cumulative unit price variation 4 54 116 107 108 61 42 56

% price variation per week 0.34% -10.02% -0.85% 6.67% 1.34% 0.10% -2.29% -2.03% 1.53%

% Cumulative unit price variation 0.34% 0.46% 6.16% 13.24% 12.21% 12.33% 6.96% 4.79% 6.39%
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3.  Methodology followed 
 

• Commodity price data is collected in Addis Ababa City.  

• Fourteen commodities are monitored: cereals (wheat, tef and maize), pulses (garden pea, 
Faba bean and lentils), vegetables (tomatoes, carrots, and onions), potatoes, beverage 
(coffee), meat (beef), cooking oil and sugar.  

• The common purchasing practice of households for their ordinary food supply has been 
guiding the selection of the food items. Households may not buy all items at any given 
time but their purchase frequency was confirmed by 10 retail shop owners, 5 vegetable 
stall operators, 5 grain retailing and flour mills, and 5 Kebele Consumer Associations 
owned shop vendors.  

• For each items, weekly prices are obtained from five price informants. The informants are 
the shops and stalls frequented by the majority of the buyers. For the purpose of 
triangulation, prices of vegetables (tomatoes, carrots and onions) and potatoes are also 
collected from outdoor Gulit operators and roaming wheelbarrow vendors. 

• The prices indicated in the weekly price monitoring report are averages of the nominal 
selling prices obtained from the five informants in the four markets visited. 

• The five markets usually covered are major retail outlets visited by the majority of buyers. 
They include:  

o Shola Market (the major retail outlet for cereals, and vegetables in north eastern 
Addis Ababa (Yeka sub-city);  

o Meri market (important retail outlet in northern Addis Ababa (Bole sub-city);  
o Gerji market (located in Bole sub-city, important retail outlet in eastern part of the 

city);  
o Akaki market (important retail and wholesale outlet in Southern part of Addis 

Ababa (Akak-Kality sub-city) and  
o Rwanda area market (Bole sub-city). 
o To widen representativeness of the price data collected, this week, the assessment 

also covered Aware and Agoza markets which are situated in Kazanchis area, Yeka 
Sub city.  

•  Prices have also been collected from Jan-Meda major wholesale outlet (transferred from 
Piazza, Arada sub-city due to the pandemic), but have not been considered since it is a 
wholesale market for retailers than a consumer market. 

 

 
 
 
 
 


