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Selected consumable prices for the month closing 30th November 2020 
(Selected Addis Ababa retail outlets) 

 
In this time of COVID19 and other crises, the EU Delegation is collecting basic food prices to assess the 
economic impact on and the weekly price variation until end of October and on a monthly basis since.  
Due to the current situation, prices were collected last and this week from the below markets: 

• Shola market, Yeka sub city, major retail outlets in northeastern Addis Ababa. 

• Gerji market, bole sub city, major retail outlet in eastern Addis Ababa 
 
The data collected is for internal monitoring use and in any case does not compare to the official 
information released by the Central Statistics Agency (CSA), which can be accessed at 
http://www.csa.gov.et/ .   The information bulletin No20 of the “Country and regional level consumer 
price indices (cpi)” measuring inflation was released for the month of July 2020 
 
Price trends for the month  
Prices increased by 22 Birr this month compared to end of October driven by pulse, vegetable and 
coffee prices. The sum of the unit prices for commodities is now standing at 961 Birr, 85 Birr higher 
than our initial the price monitoring on 30th March 2020. 
 
Price stability on cereal is due to the rapid sale of some of the early harvested crops by farmers in dire 
need of cash; November being the harvesting season. 
  
Grain crop harvest  
Early communications from CSA indicates that, despite the desert locust invasion in some regions, the 
2020/21 grain crop harvest is anticipated to be equivalent to last year. This expected good 
performance is due to good seasonal weather (rainfall distribution) in major crop producing areas and 
to better-input provision and extension efforts by Government. 
The CSA reported nearly 33.5 million tons of total grain crop harvest (cereals, pulses, oilseeds) from 
12.9 million hectares during 2019/20 (2012 E.C) crop season. 
 
Desert Locust  
A recently made verbal communication by the state minister of agriculture indicated that Ethiopia is 
positively progressing in fighting the desert locust invasion. Out of the 5 regions where the locusts 
spread (Afar, Amhara, Tigray, Oromia and Somali), currently the locust is present in only the Somali 
Region. Ethiopia deployed 12 aircrafts for spraying and surveying and within 2 weeks’ time, the locust 
will be cleared from the Somali region as well, if all operations go as planned.  
 
There are, however, worries that some swarms that moved from Afar, Amhara and Tigray and reached 
Eritrea might hatch new swarms that may travel back to Ethiopia in March 2021.   Likewise, adults 
located near Puntland, at the finishing point of the Shebelle River might migrate to Kenya and then 
back to Ethiopia n March 2021, through Lake Turkana area.  
 
Tigray pre-crisis food security situation  
Meher raining (June to September) season essential for cereals production in Tigray have been normal 
to above normal with harvest largely completed by mid-November. However, the food insecurity 
assessment conducted before the crisis found out that 430,000 people were food insecure (Oct-Dec 
2020, IPC Phase 3 and above) since the region is in a chronic food deficit situation but has also been 
affected by active locust swarms destroying maturing crops in the eastern part of Tigray. 
 
Tigray's agricultural production depending almost entirely of smallholder farmers; the current state of 
insecurity preventing access to market could rapidly deteriorate the food security situation of a large 
part of the population since limited harvest will be put on the market. 
 

http://www.csa.gov.et/


 

2 
 

2.     Nominal Prices-week of 26th October (from selected markets in Addis Ababa) 
(the complete weekly price variation spreadsheet is available at request) 
 
  

 
 

COVID Crisis  -  Food basket price monitoring 

No Comodities Unit 30-Mar 6th April 4th May 29-Jun 06-Jul 03-Aug 07-Sep 28-Sep 05-Oct 26-Oct 30-Nov %

1 Wheat Kg 26 26 27 30 38 34 30 29 31 31 31 19.23%

2 Teff Kg 35 35 40 41 43 43 44 44 44 43 43 22.86%

3 Maize Kg 16 16 19 17 18 18 17 16 17 17 17 6.25%

4 Coffee Kg 150 150 170 165 170 180 190 190 185 185 195 30.00%

5 Garden pea Kg 60 60 49 50 52 58 58 53 48 60 63 5.00%

6 Faba bean Kg 50 50 42 54 60 58 55 52 48 58 65 30.00%

7 Lentils Kg 75 75 67 75 78 70 74 73 70 73 70 -6.67%

8 Tomatos Kg 13 12 10 24 28 26 28 28 28 24 29 123.08%

9 Carrots Kg 15 15 13 15 28 19 13 21 25 24 25 66.67%

10 Onion Kg 20 20 19 33 38 38 39 28 28 20 21 5.00%

11 Potatoes Kg 16 15 14 11 20 14 11 15 15 14 14 -12.50%

12 Meat beef Kg 280 280 280 280 280 290 290 280 270 260 260 -7.14%

13 Sugar Kg 35 35 40 40 45 40 40 40 40 44 44 25.71%

14 Oil Ltr 85 90 90 95 94 95 95 90 88 86 84 -1.18%

UNIT price total 876 879 880 930 992 983 984 959 937 939 961 9.70%

Unit price variation per week 3 -98 -8 62 13 1 -12 -22 7 22

Cumulative unit price variation 4 54 116 107 108 83 61 63 85

% price variation per week 0.34% -10.02% -0.85% 6.67% 1.34% 0.10% -1.24% -2.29% 0.75% 2.34%

% Cumulative unit price variation 0.34% 0.46% 6.16% 13.24% 12.21% 12.33% 9.47% 6.96% 7.19% 9.70%
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3.  Methodology followed 
 

• Commodity price data is collected in Addis Ababa City.  

• Fourteen commodities are monitored: cereals (wheat, tef and maize), pulses (garden pea, 
Faba bean and lentils), vegetables (tomatoes, carrots, and onions), potatoes, beverage 
(coffee), meat (beef), cooking oil and sugar.  

• The common purchasing practice of households for their ordinary food supply has been 
guiding the selection of the food items. Households may not buy all items at any given 
time but their purchase frequency was confirmed by 10 retail shop owners, 5 vegetable 
stall operators, 5 grain retailing and flour mills, and 5 Kebele Consumer Associations 
owned shop vendors.  

• For each items, weekly prices are obtained from five price informants. The informants are 
the shops and stalls frequented by the majority of the buyers. For the purpose of 
triangulation, prices of vegetables (tomatoes, carrots and onions) and potatoes are also 
collected from outdoor Gulit operators and roaming wheelbarrow vendors. 

• The prices indicated in the weekly price monitoring report are averages of the nominal 
selling prices obtained from the five informants in the four markets visited. 

• The five markets usually covered are major retail outlets visited by the majority of buyers. 
They include:  

o Shola Market (the major retail outlet for cereals, and vegetables in north eastern 
Addis Ababa (Yeka sub-city);  

o Meri market (important retail outlet in northern Addis Ababa (Bole sub-city);  
o Gerji market (located in Bole sub-city, important retail outlet in eastern part of the 

city);  
o Akaki market (important retail and wholesale outlet in Southern part of Addis 

Ababa (Akak-Kality sub-city) and  
o Rwanda area market (Bole sub-city). 
o To widen representativeness of the price data collected, this week, the assessment 

also covered Aware and Agoza markets which are situated in Kazanchis area, Yeka 
Sub city.  

•  Prices have also been collected from Jan-Meda major wholesale outlet (transferred from 
Piazza, Arada sub-city due to the pandemic), but have not been considered since it is a 
wholesale market for retailers than a consumer market. 

 

 
 
 
 
 


