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 IN NUMBERS  
 

 

 
 

Total area treated since June 

2019 is about 3 665 km2 

 
 
 
 

 
FAO leased 3 helicopters 

and 2 planes to boost 

Desert Locust surveillance 
and control 

 

 
 
 

67 200 households to 

receive livelihood and food 
security assistance from FAO 

  
 
 
 

USD 79 million 
needed for control 

and livelihoods 
response in Ethiopia  

 

 

  KEY MESSAGES  
 

 There has been active 

development of Desert Locusts 

(DL) since the forth week of June 

in Southeastern Oromia, Dire 

Dawa, Afar and Somali regions. 

Aerial and ground control 

operations are ongoing.  

 In the first week of July 2020, 

immature swarms crossed into 

Southern Ethiopia from Kenya. 

Control operations are ongoing.  

 Immature swarms from Afar 

region moved to eastern Amhara 

where farmers drove them away 

using traditional methods. 

 Active hopper development is 

taking place in eastern Amhara region, and control operations are ongoing.  

 The situation in Yemen remains suitable for DL swarming, which is a threat to northeast Ethiopia: the Ministry of 

Agriculture is on high-alert for the whole of July 2020 and beyond. 

 The DL presence is expected to increase again from September 2020 onwards. 
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 CONTROL OPERATIONS 

 Three aircraft are currently deployed for aerial control operations – two leased by FAO (Arba Minch and Dire Dawa), and 
one by the Government (Jigjiga). The other 2 planes are either grounded or working at very low capacity 

 Three helicopters leased by FAO for surveillance: Arba Minch, Dire Dawa and Gode 

 Total area surveyed to date: 8 452 km² 

 Total infested area to date: 3 822 km² 

 Total area treated to date: 3 665 km² 

 Data gathering on DL presence remains a major challenge. The recent security disturbances and the unavailability 

of communication (phone, internet) are preventing the gathering of data 



 

 Despite restrictions on the movement of personnel and 

equipment imposed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

FAO is continuing to work with the Government to 

contain the DL outbreak.  

 The Organization is providing an assortment of spraying, 

protective and surveillance equipment and field 

vehicles to scale up control operations.  

  FAO is implementing a livelihoods recovery program 

targeting over 67 200 farming and pastoralist 

households, who will be provided with agricultural 

inputs (livestock feed or seeds) and cash transfers, with 

the aim of limiting the risk of vulnerable communities resorting to negative coping strategies. The distribution of cash 

transfers will start in July 2020 and animal feed in August 2020. 

 The Organization has surged experts to Ethiopia and is supporting the aerial survey and control operations as well 

assessing the impact of sprayed pesticides on health and environment. 

 FAO is closely monitoring the DL situation, providing forecasts, early warning, regular updates and alerts through its 

global Desert Locust Information Service (DLIS) based at FAO headquarters in Rome 

 FAO is encouraging partners to record and transmit DL data in real time to the plant protection directorate and ultimately 
to the DLIS. FAO is providing capacity building on how to use eLocust3m, a mobile phone application.  

 There are increased eLocust3m data entries that are providing vital information on the DL situation in the country. Over 
100 NGO staff are now part of the programme. 

 The major challenge is getting timely and reliable data on DL presence and type. The recent internet interruption may 
further make data gathering and control operations difficult. 

 

 FUNDING  

In May 2020, FAO revised the DL Crisis Appeal to USD 231.64 million for 10 countries (Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, 

South Sudan, the Sudan, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania and Yemen), of which 79 million is for Ethiopia. So far, FAO in 

Ethiopia has received USD 41.4 million, of which USD 26 million is for control operations and USD 15.4 million for safeguarding 

livelihoods. The timing of funding is critical for both pillars of the appeal. Any delay in scaling up field operations will likely lead to 

a further expansion of DL and a marked deterioration in food security.  
 

 PLANNED ACTIVITIES  
 

 Curb the spread of desert locust: assessments; early 

warning and forecasting; locust control operations 

(aerial and ground spraying); surveillance; and impact 

assessments. 

 Safeguard and support early livelihoods recovery: 

comprehensive livelihoods recovery package 

comprising cash transfers, supplementary livestock 

feed and farming inputs. 

 Coordination: deploy rapid surge support; coordinate 

cross-border response; and improve national capacities 

 

 FAO’S ROLE 

FAO Representation in Ethiopia I Addis Ababa, Ethiopia | FAO-ET@fao.org 

CONTACT 
FAO Emergencies and Resilience Division | Rome, Italy | PSE-Director@fao.org 

Operations made 
possible thanks to the 
following donors 

 

Training scouts who conduct ground control operations in Southern Ethiopia 

37.6
41.4

Funding status (Million - USD)

Gap

Funding received
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