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WORKING TOGETHER TOWARDS INCREASING
EU INVESTMENT TO ETHIOPIA. Economic rela-
tions between Ethiopia and the EU are strong,
diversified and expanding. The EU has been,
and continues to be, one of the main foreign in-
vestors in Ethiopia. There are currently several
hundred EU companies active in Ethiopia who
have massively invested in the economy gener-
ating economic growth, quality employment
and technology transfer. 
To further promote and enhance our eco-

nomic ties, an EU Business Forum to Ethiopia
was established in May 2012 under the patron-
age of the EU Delegation to Ethiopia. 
The EU Business Forum has since become

a respected unified platform of EU investors in
Ethiopia, an excellent source of information for
existing and potential EU investors, and has 
become increasingly engaged in an open and
constructive dialogue with the Ethiopian gov-
ernment on systemic issues affecting the busi-
ness climate in the country. 
Indeed, the EU Business Forum allows EU

investors to pool forces and speak with one
voice and, as such, is fully in line with the vision
of the EU to maximise synergies between EU
Member States and strengthen the EU collec-
tive impact. 
I look forward to further consolidate and

strengthen our economic partnership with
Ethiopia. Through our continued joint work with
the EU Business Forum, including notably its
advocacy work with the Ethiopian authorities, I
am sure we can make substantial progress in
improving the business climate and therewith
increasing high quality EU investment in Ethiopia.

H.E. Ambassador Chantal Hebberecht 
Head of the EU Delegation to Ethiopia 

THE STORY OF THE EU BUSINESS FORUM
IN ETHIOPIA (EUBFE) started with the Delegation
of the European Union to Ethiopia organising a
seminar on June 10th, 2011, in cooperation
with all Member States embassies in Addis
Ababa. A year later, and following substantial
work from the EU business community in col-
laboration with the Delegation, the EUBFE was
launched on May 7th, 2012. 
Today, the membership is made up of 13 dif-

ferent nationalities, a steering committee of 12
members - supported by a permanent execu-
tive secretary. Our role is to provide a struc-
tured dialogue between the EU business
community and the Government of Ethiopia. As
such, the EUBFE positions itself as an advocate
of the interests of the business community,
side-by-side with other national and regional
associations, in order to drastically improve the
local business climate based on your personal
experiences. 
In the course of our work, we have developed

key partnerships with private and public local
institutions such as the Ethiopian Revenue and
Customs Authority (ERCA) and  the Indian Busi-
ness Forum. Indeed, every meeting, every cor-
respondence are an opportunity to discuss and
advocate  your problems and your interests as
EU investors. 
As an association of businessmen and

women operating in Ethiopia, we are always
pleased to share our time and experience with
other European companies or individuals that
invested or are contemplating to invest in
Ethiopia. So do not hesitate to join us and make
your voice heard !

Mr. Chris De Muynck, 
Chairman of the EUBFE, CEO of MOENCO



ABOUT THE EUROPEAN UNION 
BUSINESS FORUM IN ETHIOPIA (EUBFE)

The EUBFE was established in 2012 in response to the need for both a platform
for networking and information exchange between EU businesses and a system-
atic dialogue channel with the Ethiopian authorities. This exchange is on-going
and has already led to some concrete improvements in the business climate in
the country. The EUBFE believes that a continuation and further deepening of
this constructive relationship of cooperation, exchange and better mutual 
understanding between the public and private sector, will further improve the
business enabling environment, and ultimately allowing the society to prosper.

Ethiopia has ambitious economic and social development targets, including the
transformation of its economy. The EUBFE wishes to actively support and con-
tribute to the country's development endeavour by bringing in and expanding
high quality investments from EU companies and individuals, therewith creating
jobs, transferring knowledge, earning foreign exchange and accelerating growth.



Our Aim 
The EU Business Forum in Ethiopia aims
to make it easier for existing EU compa-
nies to do business in Ethiopia, through: 

•   Improving the exchange of information
on the Ethiopian business and regula-
tory environment 

• Developing a platform for networking
and forging business linkages between
EU companies, and 

• Being an effective channel for dialogue
with the various Ethiopian authorities

Our Vision 
To become a centre of excellence in the
provision of information, advice and prac-
tical support and advocacy services to 
existing and potential investors and to pro-
vide an elevated platform for the joint 
discussion of EU-Ethiopia trade and 
investment issues at the highest level of
government and governmental agencies. 

Services to Our Members 
EUBFE services to members fall into the
following discrete but interconnected
areas: 

Information  – members are provided with
standard and member-specific informa-
tion on how to establish and operate an
enterprise in Ethiopia – incentives, licens-
ing, taxation, employment and customs 
issues etc. In addition, members are kept
informed about developments, progress,
initiatives and events through a quarterly
EUBFE newsletter.  

Dialogue – a platform for members to 
debate specific issues and to agree on the
most effective strategies and actions to
mitigate the negative impact upon invest-
ment of sector-specific or horizontal 
impediments. 

Advocacy – the undertaking of specific
studies on identified investment impedi-
ments and the development of position pa-
pers specifying the concerns of members
and lobbying for mitigating actions to be
taken. Facilitating high level discussions
with senior government officials from rel-
evant ministries and agencies and repre-
sentatives of the EU Delegation and EU
Member States. Commenting on proposed
draft legislation and regulatory changes. 

Events – the EUBFE organises regular
networking and issue-specific events, dis-
cussion forums, roundtables, consultation
meetings, workshops, seminars and con-
ferences throughout each year. Facilitation
of inward investment and business mis-
sions to Ethiopia from EU Member States.



Membership Benefits
Making it easier for you to do business in
Ethiopia through:

• Structured dialogue with Ministries and
Governmental Agencies

• Information and Experience Sharing
among EU Companies and Investors

• Reports/Guides on investment and 
commercial topics including
information/comments on forthcoming
Ethiopian Regulations and Key Events
via a regular newsletter

• Assistance/support from EU Embassies
on commercial matters

• Networking and business linkage 
opportunities

How to Join
Complete an application form and 
return it with your payment. 

Contact EUBFE secretary at:
contact@eubfe.eu

Alternatively, visit:     
www.eubfe.eu

for our application form



EU Investment Overview 
Over 300 EU companies have invested in
excess of ETB60bn in Ethiopia since the
1960’s, creating more than 520,000 jobs
in the process and EU Foreign direct 
Investment in Ethiopia in the same period
represented 16% of total FDI in Ethiopia. 

Our Stakeholders 
The EUBFE works with a broad stake-
holder base consisting of its active mem-
ber companies and originating from most
of the 28 EU Member States, the 20 EU
Member States’ Diplomatic Missions to
Ethiopia as well as the government of
Ethiopia Ministries and Agencies. 

The EUBFE member companies operate in
almost every sector including manufactur-
ing, construction, agriculture, machinery,
beverages, hospitality, horticulture, edu-
cation, health, pharmaceuticals and trans-
port as well as enterprises from the
service sector.

Our Structure 
The EUBFE operates under the umbrella
of the EU Delegation to Ethiopia. It is man-
aged by a Steering Committee of members
representing the EU business community
in Ethiopia and is headed by a Bureau made
of a Chairman, a Treasurer and a Perma-
nent Secretary. 

EUBFE PARTNER 
ORGANISATIONS
The EUBFE cooperates on initiatives and
events with a number of local and interna-
tional organisations and institutions. This is
an invaluable resource and greatly enhances
the services we offer to our members, and
the impact our combined efforts have on
improving the investment climate in Ethiopia.
Our partner organisations include: 
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assistance of the European Union. The views expressed herein can in
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